
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

City of Anaheim
CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: OCTOBER 6, 2015
FROM: OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
SUBJECT: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF ANAHEIM URGING FEDERAL ACTION 
REGARDING SYRIAN REFUGEES 

ATTACHMENT (Y/N): YES ITEM# 21

ACTION:  

That the City Council, by Resolution, urge the President of the United States and 
Congress to significantly increase the number of Syrian refugees allowed in the United 
States of America; and to work with other nations to preserve the lives and dignity of 
Syrian refugees; and to take steps to reform Federal Housing Programs to allow refugees 
priority access to critical housing benefits through Section 8 and/or other housing 
programs. 

DISCUSSION:

At the September 15, 2015 City Council meeting, Council Member Brandman and 
Council Member Murray  requested that staff bring forth a Resolution for council 
consideration that urges the United States to increase the number of Syrian refugees 
allowed in the United States. 

Since 2011, an estimated 11 million Syrians have left their homes to escape war, more 
than 4 million, most of them women and children, have fled the country altogether to 
escape civil war and violence, and 7.6 million, half of the nation’s pre-crisis population, 
are internally displaced within Syria. The number of Syrian refugees has rapidly 
increased as the conflict worsens, and Syria now contains the world’s largest refugee 
population with the total number expected to grow exponentially in the next year. Nearly 
3,000 refugees, have died or gone missing attempting to flee Syria by crossing the 
Mediterranean Sea and an estimated 220,000 more have died in Syria due to this horrific 
conflict. 

The Resolution urges the President of the United States to dramatically increase the 
number of Syrian refugees allowed into the United States. Additionally, the Resolution 
attached urges the President and the United States Congress to work with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and other countries to preserve the lives and 
dignity of Syrian refugees. The Resolution further urges the President and the United 
States Congress to work with necessary agencies to appropriately prepare asylum- 
seekers for naturalization and citizenship processing. Furthermore, the Resolution urges 
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the Federal government to collaborate with refugee serving organizations to strengthen 
the health and human service safety net for Middle Eastern asylum-seekers. 
Lastly, the Resolution urges the President and the United States Congress to reform 
Federal Housing Programs to allow new Americans priority access to critical housing 
benefits through Section 8 and/or other housing programs.  

IMPACT ON BUDGET:

There is no budgetary impact.

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Garcia
Deputy City Manager
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